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Helen> and Lines written among the Eitganean
Hills, dated Naples, 2oth December, where he
says of certain lines "which image forth the
sudden relief of a state of deep despondency by
the radiant visions disclosed by the sudden burst
of an Italian sunrise in autumn on the highest
peak of those delightful mountains," that, if they
were not erased, it was "at the request of a dear
friend, with whom added years of intercourse
only add to my apprehension of its value, and
who would have had more right than any one
to complain that she has not been able to ex-
tinguish in me the very power of delineating
sadness."

Much of this sadness was due to physical
suffering, but external causes of anxiety and
vexation were not wanting. One was the dis-
covery of grave misconduct on the part of their
Italian servant, Paolo. An engagement had been
talked of between him and the Swiss nurse Elise,
but the Shelleys, who thought highly of Elise and
by no means highly of Paolo, tried to dissuade
her from the idea. An illness of Elise's revealed
the fact that an illicit connection had been formed.
The Shelleys, greatly distressed, took the view
that it would not do to throw Elise on the world
without in some degree binding Paolo to do his
duty towards her, and they had them married.
How far this step was well-judged may be a